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Millionaire Takes Reins , 
P : f All Operations at Star-News 


. - . 

-Py ; Lawrence Meyer 

nt* yrashlngton Post Staff Writer 

I'jofe-L. Allbritton, the Texas 
backing millionaire who 
bohght control of the Wash- 
ington -Star-News last month, 
ha£- fnoved to consolidate his 
management position by hav- 
ing* himself named publisher 
of the.paper. 

a brief announcement 
carried on the front page of 
yesterday’s editions, the Star- 
Ndws • announced that the 
boajrcCof directors of the paper 
had- named Allbritton pub- 
lisher tin addition to the titles 
of jboard chairman and chief 
executive officer of the paper, 
whfchiie already carries. 

‘jThe significance of yester- 
days, tnove is that control of 
thef-newspaper now is concen- 
tratedtirt one individual,” the 
Stair-JJews ‘ said in its an- 
nouncement. “Hitherto, in the- 
ory,- the editor exercised inde 
pendent* authority over news 
and editorial policy, subject to 
hi^ielectiori by the board of di- 
refflxwrs” 

finder the new arrange- 
ment, the pape.r’s editor, New- 
boId-Noyes, becomes depart- 
ment iiead reporting to the 
board of directors. 

A sdurce close to Allbritton 
said the change was made in 
order to allow him to exercise 
“muclv tighter control over all 
expenditures— those concern- 


ing business expenditures as 
well as those having to do 
with the news department. 1 
According to this source, who 
asked not tp be named, “Our 
judgment was that there 
weren’t adequate controls. 1 

John H. Kauffmann, presi- 
dent of the Star-News and its 
parent corporation, Washing 
ton Star Communications Inc., 
said a month ago that the 
Star News was losing $5 mil- 
lion annually. Both Kauff- 
mann and Noyes will stay on 
in their present positions un- 
der the new arrangement. 

A variety of sources agreed 
yesterday that Allbritton’s ap- 
pointment as publisher will 
have no immediate effect, on 
the editorial or news content 
of the paper. “We’re looking 
at all of that right now but not 
so much in terms of substan- 
tive content as we are about 
how to control expenditures,” 
a source said. “The losses are 
continuous. They haven’t 
abated.” 

This source said it wili take 
“some dramatic efforts” to re- 
store the paper’s financial pos- 
ition. No major decisions have 
yet been made, according to 
this source, about how to be- 
gin the process. “A number of 
them will be made in the next 
few weeks.” 

Although Kauffmann and 
Noyes remain in their present 


positions, this source said, it is 
“clear” that real power is pass- 
ing from them to Allbritton. 


According to another 
source familiar with the inner 
workings of the Star-News, 
Allbritton has made no com- 
mitments either to maintain 
the present executive struc- 
ture intact or to change it rad- 
ically. 

‘Joe is looking at everybody 1 
and will continue to look at I 
everybody as to whether he! 
needs them or not,” this | 
source said. “I just can’t pre-i 
diet what Joe is going to do. 
He is no fool on the other 
hand and doesn’t go in for 
throwing babies o ut with 
bath water.” 

Allbritton has purchased 10 
per cent of the stock in the 
Washington Star Communica- 
tions Corp. with plans to hur- 
chase another 23 to 28 per 
cent of the stock pending ap- 
proval by the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission. Allbrit- 
ton is the largest single stock-! 
holder in the corporation. The 
parent corporation holds 100 
per cent of the stock in the 
Star-News and Allbritton re- 
portedly has the power to 
vote 87 per cent of the news- 
paper’s proxies, giving him 
absolute control over the 
newspaper. 

Allbritton, 49, a lawyer and 
chairman of the board of the I 


Houston Citizens Bank and 
Trust, is said to be committed 
to spending a major portion of 
his time in Washington in the 
coming months. Although he 
is still staying in hotels when 
he is in Washington, according 
to one source, Allbritton is . 
apparently planning to obtain! 
a more premanent residence 
here. 
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